DISEASE   AND   ECONOMICS

nized. Whether or not we like this development makes no dif-
ference; we must accept it as a fact. There is no return to the
handicraft industry of the Middle Ages. Modern machine industry
has come to stay; it has raised the standard of living considerably,
and has thus greatly contributed to the well-being and health of the
people. On the other hand, there can be no doubt that industrial
work has created many new health hazards. The laborer is in con-
stant touch with physical or chemical forces of high potency.
Furthermore, as a result of the extreme division of labor, work
has become monotonous and it is difficult for the worker to real-
ize that he is taking part in a creative process of great impor-
tance.

The wealth of nations is produced primarily by the labor of the
industrial and agricultural workers, and the least that society can
do is to reduce their hazards by all available means. It must always
be kept in mind that the purpose of the machine is to promote hu-
man welfare, a purpose which is obviously defeated when labor
becomes harmful. The protection of labor requires scientific re-
search, the establishment of standards, and legislation to enforce
them. Industrial accidents and diseases are a responsibility of the
employer -who must attend to them without delay or cost to the
worker, and with proper compensation for the loss of wages and
for disability. The first industrial clinics were opened in 1910, in
New York and in Milan. Workmen's compensation was first in-
troduced into Germany in 1883 as part of a general social insurance
scheme. The first British compensation law was passed in 1897.
When it was revised in 1906 thirty-one industrial diseases were
included. America, with its highly developed industry, was one of
the last countries to introduce workmen's accident compensation.
Laws were passed from 1900 on and are in force today in all but
one state. There are, however, still many states that do not com-
pensate for industrial diseases.

Many occupations that society needs are harmful to health, even
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